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2nd Amendment Quotes 

Read this in light of the last article about the Well-Regulated Militia. 

 

Whoever said that the founding fathers didn't think that all citizens should have guns is living in their 

own little world. 

 

The following quotes by the authors of the Second Amendment, their contemporaries, various state 

and federal courts, and others should be useful in the debate over whether that amendment protects 

a right of individuals or only the military. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The Second Amendment states: "A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free 

state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed." 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

"On every question of construction (of the Constitution) let us carry ourselves back to the time when 

the Constitution was adopted, recollect the spirit manifested in the debates, and instead of trying 

what meaning may be squeezed out of the text, or invented against it, conform to the probable one in 

which it was passed." (Thomas Jefferson, letter to William Johnson, June 12, 1823, The Complete 

Jefferson, p. 322) 

 

"No Free man shall ever be debarred the use of arms." (Thomas Jefferson, Proposal Virginia 

Constitution, 1 T. Jefferson Papers, 334,[C.J.Boyd, Ed., 1950]) 

 

"The right of the people to keep and bear...arms shall not be infringed. A well regulated militia, 

composed of the body of the people, trained to arms, is the best and most natural defense of a free 

country..." (James Madison, I Annals of Congress 434 [June 8, 1789]) 

 

"A militia, when properly formed, are in fact the people themselves...and include all men capable of 

bearing arms." (Richard Henry Lee, Additional Letters from the Federal Farmer (1788) at 169) 

 

"What, Sir, is the use of a militia? It is to prevent the establishment of a standing army, the bane of 

liberty.... Whenever Governments mean to invade the rights and liberties of the people, they always 

attempt to destroy the militia, in order to raise an army upon their ruins."  

[REMEMBER THIS ONE] 

http://www.godseesyou.com/2nd_amendment_quotes.html


(Rep. Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts, spoken during floor debate over the Second Amendment [ I 

Annals of Congress at 750 {August 17, 1789}]) 

 

"...to disarm the people - that was the best and most effectual way to enslave them." (George Mason, 

3 Elliot, Debates at 380) 

 

"Americans have the right and advantage of being armed - unlike the citizens of other countries 

whose governments are afraid to trust the people with arms." (James Madison, The Federalist Papers 

#46 at 243-244) 

 

"the ultimate authority ... resides in the people alone," (James Madison, author of the Bill of Rights, in 

Federalist Paper #46.) 

 

"Before a standing army can rule, the people must be disarmed; as they are in almost every kingdom 

of Europe. The supreme power in America cannot enforce unjust laws by the sword; because the 

whole body of the people are armed, and constitute a force superior to any bands of regular troops 

that can be, on any pretense, raised in the United States" (Noah Webster in `An Examination into the 

Leading Principles of the Federal Constitution', 1787, a pamphlet aimed at swaying Pennsylvania 

toward ratification, in Paul Ford, ed., Pamphlets on the Constitution of the United States, at 56(New 

York, 1888)) 

 

"...but if circumstances should at any time oblige the government to form an army of any magnitude, 

that army can never be formidable to the liberties of the people, while there is a large body of 

citizens, little if at all inferior to them in discipline and use of arms, who stand ready to defend their 

rights..." (Alexander Hamilton speaking of standing armies in Federalist 29.) 

 

"As civil rulers, not having their duty to the people before them, may attempt to tyrannize, and as the 

military forces which must be occasionally raised to defend our country, might pervert their power to 

the injury of their fellow citizens, the people are confirmed by the article in their right to keep and 

bear their private arms." (Tench Coxe in `Remarks on the First Part of the Amendments to the Federal 

Constitution' under the Pseudonym `A Pennsylvanian' in the Philadelphia Federal Gazette, June 18, 

1789 at 2 col. 1) 

 

"Congress have no power to disarm the militia. Their swords, and every other terrible implement of 

the soldier, are the birthright of an American... The unlimited power of the sword is not in the hands 

of either the federal or state government, but, where I trust in God it will ever remain, in the hands of 

the people" (Tench Coxe, Pennsylvania Gazette, Feb. 20, 1788) 

 

"The prohibition is general. No clause in the Constitution could by any rule of construction be 

conceived to give to Congress a power to disarm the people. Such a flagitious attempt could only be 

made under some general pretense by a state legislature.” [William Rawle, A View of the Constitution 

125-6 (2nd ed. 1829) 



 

"I ask, sir, what is the militia? It is the whole people, except for few public officials." (George Mason, 3 

Elliot, Debates at 425-426) 

 

"The Constitution shall never be construed....to prevent the people of the United States who are 

peaceable citizens from keeping their own arms" (Samuel Adams, Debates and Proceedings in the 

Convention of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 86-87) 

 

"To preserve liberty, it is essential that the whole body of people always possess arms, and be taught 

alike especially when young, how to use them." (Richard Henry Lee, 1788, Initiator of the Declaration 

of Independence, and member of the first Senate, which passed the Bill of Rights, Walter Bennett, ed., 

Letters from the Federal Farmer to the Republican, at 21,22,124 (Univ. of Alabama Press,1975)..) 

 

"The great object is that every man be armed" and "everyone who is able may have a gun." (Patrick 

Henry, in the Virginia Convention on the ratification of the Constitution. Debates and other 

Proceedings of the Convention of Virginia,...taken in shorthand by David Robertson of Petersburg, at 

271, 275 2d ed. Richmond, 1805. Also 3 Elliot, Debates at 386) 

 

"The people are not to be disarmed of their weapons. They are left in full possession of them." 

(Zachariah Johnson, 3 Elliot, Debates at 646) 

 

"Are we at last brought to such humiliating and debasing degradation, that we cannot be trusted with 

arms for our defense? Where is the difference between having our arms in possession and under our 

direction, and having them under the management of Congress? If our defense be the real object of 

having those arms, in whose hands can they be trusted with more propriety, or equal safety to us, as 

in our own hands?" (Patrick Henry, 3 J. Elliot, Debates in the Several State Conventions 45, 2d ed. 

Philadelphia, 1836) 

 

"The best we can hope for concerning the people at large is that they be properly armed." (Alexander 

Hamilton, The Federalist Papers at 184-8) 

 

"That the said Constitution shall never be construed to authorize Congress to infringe the just liberty 

of the press or the rights of conscience; or to prevent the people of The United States who are 

peaceable citizens from keeping their own arms..." (Samuel Adams, Debates and Proceedings in the 

Convention of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, at 86-87 (Peirce & Hale, eds., Boston, 1850)) 

 

"And what country can preserve its liberties, if its rulers are not warned from time to time that this 

people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let them take arms....The tree of liberty must be refreshed 

from time to time, with the blood of patriots and tyrants" (Thomas Jefferson in a letter to William S. 

Smith in 1787. Taken from Jefferson, On Democracy 20, S. Padover ed., 1939) 

 



"Guard with jealous attention the public liberty. Suspect everyone who approaches that jewel. 

Unfortunately, nothing will preserve it but downright force. Whenever you give up that force, you are 

inevitably ruined" (Patrick Henry, 3 J. Elliot, Debates in the Several State Conventions 45, 2d ed. 

Philadelphia, 1836) 

 

"The strongest reason for people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is, as a last resort, to 

protect themselves against tyranny in government." -- (Thomas Jefferson) 

 

"Firearms stand next in importance to the Constitution itself. They are the American people's liberty 

teeth and keystone under independence ... From the hour the Pilgrims landed, to the present day, 

events, occurrences, and tendencies prove that to insure peace, security and happiness, the rifle and 

pistol are equally indispensable . . . the very atmosphere of firearms everywhere restrains evil 

interference - they deserve a place of honor with all that is good" (George Washington) 

 

"The supposed quietude of a good man allures the ruffian; while on the other hand, arms like laws 

discourage and keep the invader and the plunderer in awe, and preserve order in the world as well as 

property. The same balance would be preserved were all the world destitute of arms, for all would be 

alike; but since some will not, others dare not lay them aside...Horrid mischief would ensue were one 

half the world deprived of the use of them..." (Thomas Paine, I Writings of Thomas Paine at 56 [1894]) 

 

 

"No kingdom can be secured otherwise than by arming the people. The possession of arms is the 

distinction between a freeman and a slave. He, who has nothing, and who himself belongs to another, 

must be defended by him, whose property he is, and needs no arms. But he, who thinks he is his own 

master, and has what he can call his own, ought to have arms to defend himself, and what he 

possesses; else he lives precariously, and at discretion." (James Burgh, Political Disquisitions: Or, an 

Enquiry into Public Errors, Defects, and Abuses [London, 1774-1775]) 

 

"What country can preserve it's liberties if their rulers are not warned from time to time that their 

people preserve the spirit of resistance. Let them take arms." (Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, 

Dec. 20, 1787, in Papers of Jefferson, ed. Boyd et al.) 

 

[Courts have rightly ruled] 

"To prohibit a citizen from wearing or carrying a war arm . . . is an unwarranted restriction upon the 

constitutional right to keep and bear arms. If cowardly and dishonorable men sometimes shoot 

unarmed men with army pistols or guns, the evil must be prevented by the penitentiary and gallows, 

and not by a general deprivation of constitutional privilege." [Wilson v. State, 33 Ark. 557, at 560, 34 

Am. Rep. 52, at 54 (1878)] 

 

 

" `The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.' The right of the whole people, 

old and young, men, women and boys, and not militia only, to keep and bear arms of every 



description, and not such merely as are used by the milita, shall not be infringed, curtailed, or broken 

in upon, in the smallest degree; and all this for the important end to be attained: the rearing up and 

qualifying a well-regulated militia, so vitally necessary to the security of a free State. Our opinion is 

that any law, State or Federal, is repugnant to the Constitution, and void, which contravenes this 

right." [Nunn vs. State, 1 Ga. (1 Kel.) 243, at 251 (1846)] 

 

"The provision in the Constitution granting the right to all persons to bear arms is a limitation upon 

the power of the Legislature to enact any law to the contrary. The exercise of a right guaranteed by 

the Constitution cannot be made subject to the will of the sheriff." [People vs. Zerillo, 219 Mich. 635, 

189 N.W. 927, at 928 (1922)] 

 

"The maintenance of the right to bear arms is a most essential one to every free people and should 

not be whittled down by technical constructions." [State vs. Kerner, 181 N.C. 574, 107 S.E. 222, at 224 

(1921)] 

 

"The right of a citizen to bear arms, in lawful defense of himself or the State, is absolute. He does not 

derive it from the State government. It is one of the "high powers" delegated directly to the citizen, 

and `is excepted out of the general powers of government.' A law cannot be passed to infringe upon 

or impair it, because it is above the law, and independent of the lawmaking power." [Cockrum v. 

State, 24 Tex. 394, at 401-402 (1859)] 

 

 

Luke 22:35-38  

King James 2000 Bible (©2003) 

Then said he unto them, But now, he that has a purse, let him take it, and likewise his bag: and he 

that has no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one. [Jesus] 

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/Jesus.sword.hammond  

 

 

Do you have a responsibility to fight if they come for our guns? 

http://militantlibertarian.org/2013/01/06/if-they-come-for-your-guns-do-you-have-a-responsibility-

to-

fight/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+TheMilitantLibertari

an+%28The+Militant+Libertarian%29  

 

 

"What, Sir, is the use of a militia? It is to prevent the establishment of a standing army, the bane of 

liberty.... Whenever Governments mean to invade the rights and liberties of the people, they always 

attempt to destroy the militia, in order to raise an army upon their ruins." (Rep. Elbridge Gerry of 

Massachusetts, spoken during floor debate over the Second Amendment [ I Annals of Congress at 750 

{August 17, 1789}]) 
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Paratus Familia – History Lesson (Eye Witness) 

http://www.paratusfamiliablog.com/2013/01/they-who-have-ears-let-them-hear.html 

What I am about to tell you is something you've probably never heard or will ever read in history 

books.  

 

 

I believe that I am an eyewitness to history. I cannot tell you that Hitler took Austria by tanks and 

guns; it would distort history. We elected him by a landslide - 98% of the vote.. I've never read that in 

any American publications. Everyone thinks that Hitler just rolled in with his tanks and took Austria by 

force.  

We were overjoyed, and for three days we danced in the streets and had candlelight parades. The 

new government opened up big field kitchens and everyone was fed.  

 

 

Hitler Targets Education - Eliminates Religious Instruction for Children:  

 

 

Our education was nationalized. I attended a very good public school. The population was 

predominantly Catholic, so we had religion in our schools. 

http://www.paratusfamiliablog.com/2013/01/they-who-have-ears-let-them-hear.html


The day we elected Hitler (March 13, 1938), I walked into 

my schoolroom to find the crucifix replaced by Hitler's 

picture hanging next to a Nazi flag. Our teacher, a very 

devout woman, stood up and told the class we wouldn't 

pray or have religion anymore. Instead, we sang 

"Deutschland, Deutschland, Uber Alles," and had physical 

education.  

Hitler Restructured the Family Through Daycare:  

 

 

Health Care and Small Business Suffer Under Government 

Controls: "Mercy Killing" Redefined:  

The Final Steps - Gun Laws:  

 

 

Next came gun registration. People were getting injured by guns. Hitler said that the real way to catch 

criminals (we still had a few) was by matching serial numbers on guns. Most citizens were law abiding 

and dutifully marched to the police station to register their firearms. Not long afterwards, the police 

said that it was best for everyone to turn in their guns. The authorities already knew who had them, 

so it was futile not to comply voluntarily.  

 

 

No more freedom of speech. Anyone who said something against the government was taken away. 

We knew many people who were arrested, not only Jews, but also priests and ministers who spoke 

up.  

 

 

Totalitarianism didn't come quickly, it took 5 years from 1938 until 1943, to realize full dictatorship in 

Austria .Had it happened overnight, my countrymen would have fought to the last breath. Instead, we 

had creeping gradualism. Now, our only weapons were broom handles. The whole idea sounds almost 

unbelievable that the state, little by little eroded our freedom. 

"It's true..those of us who sailed past the Statue of Liberty came to a country of unbelievable freedom 

and opportunity.  

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-MSXhA9SdUSE/UOSuWoZcSrI/AAAAAAAAFfc/puflDRIiojc/s1600/make-the-lie-big-e1341870663926.jpg


 

 

America Truly is the Greatest Country in the World. Don't Let Freedom Slip Away  

 

 

"After America , There is No Place to Go" 
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Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn > Quotes > Quotable Quote 

 

“And how we burned in the camps later, thinking: What would things have been like if every Security 

operative, when he went out at night to make an arrest, had been uncertain whether he would return 

alive and had to say good-bye to his family? Or if, during periods of mass arrests, as for example in 

Leningrad, when they arrested a quarter of the entire city, people had not simply sat there in their 

lairs, paling with terror at every bang of the downstairs door and at every step on the staircase, but 

had understood they had nothing left to lose and had boldly set up in the downstairs hall an ambush 

of half a dozen people with axes, hammers, pokers, or whatever else was at hand?... The Organs 

would very quickly have suffered a shortage of officers and transport and, notwithstanding all of 

Stalin's thirst, the cursed machine would have ground to a halt! If...if...We didn't love freedom 

enough. And even more – we had no awareness of the real situation.... We purely and simply 

deserved everything that happened afterward.”  

Aleksandr Isayevich Solzhenitsyn was a Soviet and Russian novelist, dramatist, and historian. Through his 

writings he helped to make the world aware of the Gulag, the Soviet Union's forced labor camp system – 

particularly The Gulag Archipelago and One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, two of his best-known 

works. 
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http://www.stevequayle.com/index.php?s=33&d=247   

NC Police LT calls in… Gun Confiscation after Economic Collapse  

A police Lt. from NC called in and said that officers, most of them "roid heads" in his area will start 

training next week with the ATF on gun confiscation. He said the training should last from 30-45 days. 

He also said he has been told to expect the economic collapse first and then the feds will start going 

after the guns. 

  

 

 

Innocents Betrayed 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2OwM2XNGdU  

 

FROM PDF 

When the gun prohibitionists quote a statistic about how many people are killed by firearms misuse, 

the discussion sometimes bogs down into 

whose crime statistics to believe and how to count crimes vs. the defensive firearm uses. 

In the 20th Century: 

• Governments murdered four times as many civilians as were killed in all the international and 

domestic wars combined. 

• Governments murdered millions more people than were killed by common criminals. 

How could governments kill so many people? The governments had the power - and the people, the 

victims, were unable to resist. The victims 

were unarmed. 
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